U.S. Department of Labor

Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Administration and Management
Washington, D.C. 20210

October 13, 2021
MEMORANDUM FOR DOL CONTRACTING AND GRANT OFFICERS
FROM:

RACHANA DESAI MARTIN
Assistant Secretary for
Administration and Management

SUBJECT:

Class Deviation from the Federal Acquisition Regulation Regarding
Implementation of Executive Order 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID
Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This memorandum approves a class deviation from the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) to
implement Executive Order (E.O.) 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for
Federal Contractors, dated September 9, 2021.
This memorandum also provides instructions for the Department of Labor (DOL) acquisition
workforce on when to include a new clause in DOL solicitations, contracts, and applicable
contract-like instruments (including but not limited to contract-like cooperative agreements). For
the purpose of this guidance, contract-like cooperative agreements and other contract-like
instruments are considered contracts 1. The instructions include specific implementation timelines
for solicitations, new contracts, existing contracts, and applicable contract-like instruments.
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BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION
In order to ensure the health and safety of the federal workforce and contractor community, the
President signed E.O. 14042. The E.O. promotes economy and efficiency in Federal procurement
by ensuring that contractors and subcontractors that contract with the Federal Government
provide COVID-19 safeguards. The E.O. directs executive departments, to the extent permitted
by law, to ensure that contracts and contract-like instruments include a clause that the contractor
and any subcontractors (at any tier) shall incorporate into lower-tier subcontracts. This clause
shall specify that the contractor or subcontractor shall, for the duration of the contract, comply
with all guidance for contractor or subcontractor workplace locations published by the Safer
Federal Workforce Task Force. The E.O. also directs the Safer Federal Workforce Taskforce to
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For the purpose of this guidance and as referenced in E.O. 14042, contract and contract-like instruments (e.g.,
cooperative agreements) shall have the meaning set forth in the Department of Labor’s proposed rule,
‘‘Increasing the Minimum Wage for Federal Contractors,’’ 86 FR 38816, 38887 (July 22, 2021). Note that grants
and grant-like cooperative agreements are not ‘contract-like instruments’ and are therefore not covered by this
FAR Deviation.

issue guidance to provide implementation details and the Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council to establish a new clause to be included in solicitations and contracts and contract-like
instruments.
The Safer Federal Workforce Task Force issued guidance on September 24, 2021, found at
saferfederalworkforce.gov, which was later approved by the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). That guidance requires:
•
•
•

Vaccination of covered contractor employees, except in limited circumstances where an
employee is legally entitled to an accommodation;
Requirements related to masking and physical distancing while in covered contractor
workplaces; and
Designation by covered contractors of a person or persons to coordinate COVID-19
workplace safety efforts at covered contractor workplaces.

On September 30, 2021, the Civilian Agency Acquisition Council (CAAC) issued CAAC Letter
2021-03 regarding implementation of E.O. 14042, which serves as consultation with the CAAC
Chair to authorize agencies to issue their own class deviations, in compliance with FAR
1.404(a)(1).
APPLICABILITY
Contracts
Effective immediately, all DOL contracting officers shall include the clause provided in
Attachment A, in all solicitations and awards above the micro-purchase threshold (exceeding
$10,000), as follows:
a) New solicitations. Contracting officers shall include the clause at FAR 52.223-99,
Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors, in all new
applicable solicitations.
b) Existing Solicitations. Contracting officers shall either amend the solicitation to include
the clause at FAR 52.223-99 or incorporate it into the award of the apparent successful
offer or for applicable solicitations that were issued.
c) New Contracts. Contracting officers shall include the clause at FAR 52.223-99 in new
applicable contracts.
d) Existing Contracts. Contracting officers shall modify all applicable existing contracts to
add the clause at FAR 52.223-99. A copy of the cover letter (Attachment C) and
modification shall be sent to the contractor. The modification must be executed
bilaterally.
e) Exercise of Options and Contract Extensions. Contracting officers shall not exercise
an option period or extend the period of performance for applicable existing contracts
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unless the contract has been modified to include the new clause for the option or
extended period of performance.
Contract-like Cooperative Agreements
Effective immediately, all DOL grant officers responsible for the award and administration of
contract-like cooperative agreements or other contract-like instruments shall include the clause
provided in Attachment B in all applicable contract-like instruments for services with a value
above $10,000, as follows:
a) New Notice of Funding Opportunity. Grant officers shall include the clause, Ensuring
Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors, in all notices of funding
opportunities for contract-like cooperative agreements or other applicable contract-like
instruments 2.
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b) Existing Notice of Funding Opportunity. Grant officers shall either amend the notice of
funding opportunity to include the clause, Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety
Protocols for Federal Contractors, or incorporate it into the award of contract-like
cooperative agreements or applicable contract-like instruments for which the notice of
funding opportunities 3 was issued.
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c) New Cooperative Agreements. Grant officers shall include the clause, Ensuring
Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors, in all contract-like
cooperative agreements or applicable contract-like instruments 4 issued.
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d) Existing Cooperative Agreements. Grant officers shall modify all applicable contractlike cooperative agreements or applicable contract-like instruments 5 to add the clause,
Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors. A copy of the
sample cover letter (Attachment D) and modification shall be sent to the contractor. The
modification must be executed bilaterally.
4F

e) Period of Performance Extensions. Grant officers shall not extend the period of
performance for applicable existing awards unless the award has been modified to
include the new clause for the optional or extended period of performance.
EXEMPTIONS
The clause in Attachment A shall not be applied to:
(a) Micro-purchases;

For Notice of Funding Opportunity, the FAR citation number shall not be included.
For Notice of Funding Opportunity, the FAR citation number shall not be included.
4
For Cooperative Agreements, the FAR citation number shall not be included.
5
For Cooperative Agreements, the FAR citation number shall not be included.
2
3

3

(b) Contracts and subcontracts with Indian Tribes under the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (Public Law 93-638) (the exclusion would not apply to a
procurement contract or subcontract under the FAR to an Indian-owned or tribally-owned
business entity); or
(c) Solicitations and contracts if performance is outside the United States or its outlying
areas (the exclusion is limited to employees who are performing work outside the U.S. or
its outlying areas).
EFFECTIVE DATE
This deviation is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until the FAR is amended or
the deviation is rescinded.
All questions related to this memorandum should be sent to Ryan Chandler at
Chandler.Ryan.P@dol.gov.
ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•
•
cc:

Attachment A – FAR Deviation Clause 52.223-99, Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety
Protocols for Federal Contractors
Attachment B – Deviation Clause, Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for
Federal Contractors, for Contract-like Cooperative Agreements
Attachment C – Contractor Cover Letter Template for Existing Contracts
Attachment D – Contractor Cover Letter Template for Existing Contract-like Cooperative
Agreements
Agency Heads
Administrative Officers
Carl V. Campbell, Senior Procurement Executive
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ATTACHMENT A
FAR Deviation Clause
Executive Order 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for Federal
Contractors
September 30, 2021
PART 52—SOLICITATION PROVISIONS AND CONTRACT CLAUSES
*****
Subpart 52.2—Text of Provisions and Clauses
*****
[52.223-99 Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors.
ENSURING ADEQUATE COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR FEDERAL
CONTRACTORS (OCT 2021) (DEVIATION)
(a) Definition. As used in this clause United States or its outlying areas means—
(1) The fifty States;
(2) The District of Columbia;
(3) The commonwealths of Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands;
(4) The territories of American Samoa, Guam, and the United States Virgin Islands; and
(5) The minor outlying islands of Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston
Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Navassa Island, Palmyra Atoll, and Wake Atoll.
(b) Authority. This clause implements Executive Order 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID
Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors, dated September 9, 2021 (published in the Federal
Register on September 14, 2021, 86 FR 50985).
(c) Compliance. The Contractor shall comply with all guidance, including guidance conveyed
through Frequently Asked Questions, as amended during the performance of this contract, for
contractor or subcontractor workplace locations published by the Safer Federal Workforce Task
Force (Task Force Guidance) at https://www.saferfederalworkforce.gov/contractors.

(d) Subcontracts. The Contractor shall include the substance of this clause, including this
paragraph (d), in subcontracts at any tier that exceed the simplified acquisition threshold, as
defined in Federal Acquisition Regulation 2.101 on the date of subcontract award, and are for
services, including construction, performed in whole or in part within the United States or its
outlying areas.
(End of clause)]
*****

ATTACHMENT B
FAR Deviation Clause
Executive Order 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for Federal
Contractors
Agreement Number: [INSERT Number]
This clause is applicable to the aforementioned Cooperative Agreement, 1 as prescribed in the
DOL FAR Deviation Memorandum dated [xxx]. The term ‘Contractor’ as used in this clause
refers to party entering into this Cooperative Agreement.
ENSURING ADEQUATE COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR FEDERAL
CONTRACTORS (OCT 2021) (DEVIATION)
(a) Definition. As used in this clause United States or its outlying areas means—
(1) The fifty States;
(2) The District of Columbia;
(3) The commonwealths of Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands;
(4) The territories of American Samoa, Guam, and the United States Virgin Islands; and
(5) The minor outlying islands of Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston
Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Navassa Island, Palmyra Atoll, and Wake Atoll.
(b) Authority. This clause implements Executive Order 14042, Ensuring Adequate COVID
Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors, dated September 9, 2021 (published in the Federal
Register on September 14, 2021, 86 FR 50985).
(c) Compliance. The Contractor shall comply with all guidance, including guidance conveyed
through Frequently Asked Questions, as amended during the performance of this contract, for
contractor or subcontractor workplace locations published by the Safer Federal Workforce Task
Force (Task Force Guidance) at https://www.saferfederalworkforce.gov/contractors.
(d) Subcontracts. The Contractor shall include the substance of this clause, including this
paragraph (d), in subcontracts at any tier that exceed the simplified acquisition threshold, as
defined in Federal Acquisition Regulation 2.101 on the date of subcontract award, and are for

For purposes of this guidance and as referenced in E.O. 14042, contracts and contract-like instruments shall have
the meaning set forth in the Department of Labor’s proposed rule, ‘‘Increasing the Minimum Wage for Federal
Contractors,’’ 86 FR 38816, 38887 (July 22, 2021).

1

services, including construction, performed in whole or in part within the United States or its
outlying areas.
(End of clause)
Except as provided herein, all terms and conditions of the award referenced above, remains
unchanged and in full force and effect.

ACCEPTED THIS DATE FOR THE AWARDEE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

______________________________________
DATE OF ACCEPTANCE

_________________________________________
EXECUTION DATE

_________________________________________
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE FOR AWARDEE

_________________________________________
SIGNATURE OF GRANT OFFICER

______________________________________
(TYPED NAME AND TITLE)

_________________________________________
(TYPED NAME)

U.S. Department of Labor

Office of the Senior Procurement Executive
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Administration and Management
Washington, D.C. 20210

[Date]
[Contractor’s Name] [Contractor’s Street
Address] [Contractor’s City, State and Zip
Code]
Subject: Contract Modification - New Clause for Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety
Protocols for Federal Contractors – [Contract Number & Title]
Dear [Contractor’s POC name],
The Department of Labor (DOL) appreciates the hard work and dedication of our contractors.
The health and safety of DOL employees, contractors, and their families is our top priority. In
order to ensure the health and safety of the Federal workforce and contractor community, the
President signed Executive Order 14042 - Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for
Federal Contractors. The requirements in the Executive Order are being implemented via a FAR
deviation. The clause in the FAR deviation will be incorporated into DOL contracts via a
bilateral modification.
If you hold a DOL contract, to include Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs) and Basic Ordering
Agreements (BOAs), that exceeds the micro-purchase threshold (MPT), DOL strongly
encourages you to accept this contract modification at this time. The modification is mandatory
before DOL will renew, extend the period of performance of your contract, or exercise an option.
If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact your Contracting Officer.

[OGM to insert letterhead]

[Date]
[Contractor’s Name] [Contractor’s Street
Address] [Contractor’s City, State and Zip
Code]
Subject: Contract-like Cooperative Agreement or Contract-like Instruments Modification New Clause for Ensuring Adequate COVID-19 Safety Protocols for Federal Contractors –
[Agreement Number & Title]
Dear [Contractor’s POC name],
The Department of Labor (DOL) appreciates the hard work and dedication of our contractors.
The health and safety of DOL employees, contractors and their families is our top priority. In
order to ensure the health and safety of the Federal workforce and contractor community, the
President signed Executive Order 14042 - Ensuring Adequate COVID Safety Protocols for
Federal Contractors. The requirements in the Executive Order are being implemented via a
deviation. The deviation clause will be incorporated into DOL contract-like cooperative
agreements or applicable contract-like instruments via a bilateral modification.
If you hold a DOL contract-like cooperative agreement or contract-like instrument that exceeds
$10,000, DOL strongly encourages you to accept this modification at this time. The modification
is mandatory before DOL will renew or extend the period of performance of your contract-like
cooperative agreement or contract-like instrument.
If you have additional questions or concerns please contact your Grant Officer.

