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9.302 General.

When placing a First Article Test (FAT) requirement in the Technical Data package (TDP), the
activity imposing the requirement must provide justification for requiring a FAT in lieu of using less
costly methods for ensuring the desired quality (e.g., DCMA inspections, Product Verification
inspection, or Production Lot testing). Solicitations may be amended by the contracting officer to
remove the requirement for FAT. The contracting officer is the final authority for imposing FAT and
shall document the contract file when the requirement is removed or waived.
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